Abstract. We present a new sample of 84 large angular size radio galaxies selected from the NRAO VLA Sky Survey. Radio sources with declination above +60
Introduction
The NRAO a VLA b Sky Survey (NVSS; Condon et al. 1998) provides radio maps of the sky north of −40
• declination, at a frequency of 1.4 GHz, in total and polarized intensity, with an angular resolution of 45 ′′ and 1 r.m.s. = 0.45 mJy/beam. Due to its high sensitivity and resolution compared with other all-sky surveys, the NVSS is a unique tool for the definition of complete samples of extended objects, not known before because of their low flux density and/or because of confusion effects present in previous surveys.
In 1995 we undertook a project for the definition and study of a sample of large angular size radio galaxies selected from the NVSS with the following aims:
i) To construct a sample of radio galaxies with their jets oriented near the plane of the sky and study the parsec scale properties of these jets. Most samples selected for Very Long Baseline Interferometry (VLBI) observations are usually defined on the basis of a flux density cutoff at high frequencies (eg. Pearson & Readhead 1988 , Polatidis et al. 1995 , Taylor et al. 1994 , Kellermann et al. 1998 , Fomalont et al. 2000 , although it is known that the combined effect of such cutoff and the Doppler boosting
Send offprint requests to: L. Lara, e-mail: lucas@iaa.csic.es a National Radio Astronomy Observatory b Very Large Array, operated by the NRAO of the radio emission introduces a bias in those samples towards small orientation angles with respect to the observer's line of sight. As a consequence, only a few sources with symmetric structure on the parsec scale are currently known, despite the importance of these sources to understand the physical properties of parsec scale jets. For the selection of our sample we did not impose any core flux density limitation, and considered that simply due to projection effects, a significant number of large angular size radio sources would be oriented close to the plane of the sky and should show symmetric parsec scale jets. ii) To study the properties of giant radio galaxies (GRGs; defined as those with a projected linear size ≥ 1 Mpc c ). This kind of source is difficult to detect: in Fanaroff-Riley type II (FR II; Fanaroff & Riley 1974) giant sources, the association between the two hotspots is often not obvious to establish; on the other hand, the low brightness extended lobes in Fanaroff-Riley type I (FR I) sources can only be detected with deep radio observations and therefore, such sources are missed in most radio surveys. Ishwara-Chandra & Saikia (1999) collected a sample of 53 GRGs from inhomogeneous literature data, but only recently, the NVSS and the Westerbork Northern Sky Survey at 325 MHz (WENSS; Rengelink et al. 1997 ) proc We assume that H0 = 50 km s −1 Mpc −1 and q0=0.5 throughout this paper.
vide the sufficient sensitivity to detect GRGs in a systematic way. Schoenmakers (1999) presented a sample of 47 GRGs from the WENSS survey. A new sample of large angular size radio galaxies will contain an appreciable number of intrinsically large radio galaxies and will allow us to increment the number of known GRGs. A large sample with homogeneous selection criteria is necessary to study the poorly known properties of GRGs, and how their jets interact with the external medium at large distances from the parent galaxy (Ishwara-Chandra & Saikia 1999; Schoenmakers et al. 2000; Lara et al. 2000) .
iii) To investigate the evolution of radio galaxies. The selection of a sample of large angular size radio galaxies and the comparison with other samples will give new information on the time evolution of radio sources, since a larger source size implies, in principle, a higher probability of selecting older sources than in other samples (IshwaraChandra & Saikia 1999; Schoenmakers et al. 2000) .
We present here (paper I) the sample definition and members, VLA radio maps of 79 selected objects and the main physical parameters of the sources, and we discuss the effects of the selection criteria on the sample. Papers II and III (in preparation) will present optical data (images and spectroscopy) of the associated galaxies and an analysis of the sample properties with statistical considerations, respectively.
Sample pre-selection
We considered all the NVSS maps above +60
• of declination (covering an area of π steradians) and proceeded to a careful visual inspection of the contour map plots (at a 2σ level). Each 4
• × 4
• NVSS map was divided in 16 1
• × 1 • maps to facilitate the search for candidates. We then pre-selected those map features apparently related to a single source, with a total flux density ≥ 100 mJy and an angular extension larger than 4 ′ . Flux density measurements on the NVSS maps were done using the task TVSTAT in AIPS d , defining a polygonal area embracing all the source emission. For the computation of the angular extension we considered the maximum distance between contours at 3σ level when the source was extended and diffuse with no evident substructure, or the distance between peaks of brightness when there were unresolved features (hotspots) at the source extremes. We took into account, when possible, curvatures in the radio structure of the sources so that a measured angular size corresponds to the length along the "spine" of the radio source. A total of 122 sources were pre-selected for subsequent confirmation through higher resolution radio observations. We note that due to the existence of "holes" in the NVSS maps at the time of our search of candidates, a few sources fulfilling the requirements of the sample may have been skipped in the selection process and missed from d Astronomical Image Processing System, developed and maintained by the NRAO the final sample. In fact, the known giant radio galaxies 4C+73.08 (J0949+732) and 4C+74.26 (J2042+751) were not selected for the pre-sample at this first stage, but were added later to the final sample. We note however that possible missing sources will not affect the statistical considerations derived from the sample.
Observations and final sample selection
All the 122 pre-selected sources were observed with the VLA between 1995 and 1998 (see Table 1 for details). At least one snapshot at 1.4 and 4.9 GHz was obtained for each source. When possible, we obtained for the same source snapshots in B-and C-configurations at both frequencies to increase the image quality by combining the two different configuration data. The radio sources 3C 286 and/or 3C 48 served as primary flux density calibrators. The interferometric phases were calibrated using nearby radio sources selected from the VLA calibrator manual (Perley & Taylor 2000) . The processes of self-calibration and imaging of the data were carried out with the NRAO AIPS package, following standard procedures. Due to the large size of the sources, all the maps made at 4.9 GHz and, when necessary, also at 1.4 GHz, were corrected for primary beam attenuation.
The aims of the observations were to confirm large angular size radio galaxies, reject those objects which were in fact the result of the superposition of two or three adjacent sources (see Fig. 1 ) and isolate the core emission to obtain accurate positions for subsequent optical identification and redshift determination.
82 of the 122 pre-selected radio sources were identified beyond doubt with single radio galaxies. 13 of those 82 sources turned out to have a size slightly smaller than 4 ′ after accurate measurements from higher resolution observations. Another source has a total flux density at 1.4 GHz below 100 mJy after the subtraction of the flux density from a closeby unrelated source. However, we have kept them all in the final sample since this fact will not influence our considerations. Although the integration time (10 minutes on the average) was not too long on each single source, thanks to the use of combined arrays and to the good uv-coverage of the VLA observing with the snapshot technique, we obtained the high quality images shown in Fig. 2 . We present only total intensity data.
In Table 2 we report the most relevant physical parameters of the 84 radio galaxies in the final sample (82 selected objects plus the two forementioned giants 4C+73.08 and 4C+74.26). Coordinates are derived from Gaussian fits of the core component at our highest angular resolution observations (commonly 4.9 GHz, B-configuration). Total flux densities at 1.4 GHz (S 1.4 t ) are from the NVSS, except when a higher resolution image is necessary to isolate and subtract discrete unrelated sources. Angular sizes are measured along the spine of the sources using our VLA maps at 1.4 GHz, or the NVSS maps when there is extended emission resolved out in our observations. The core flux density at 1.4 GHz (S estimated fitting a Gaussian component to the core using AIPS task JMFIT. The peak flux density of the Gaussian was taken as the core flux density. The core peak flux densities of those sources whose cores have very different peak and integrated fluxes (peak to integrated ratio < 0.8) have been marked with an "e" in Table 2 . Known redshifts have been compiled from the NASA Extragalactic Database (NED) and from Schoenmakers (1999) . 44 new redshifts have been derived from our optical observations (Paper II). At present, the distance information is available for 71 of the sources (6 of which have uncertain redshift determination). When a redshift measure is available, we give also physical results as the projected linear size, the total radio power at 1.4 GHz (P
1.4
t ) and the core radio power at 1.4 GHz (P 
Notes on individual sources
Selected radio maps of 79 objects in our sample are displayed in Fig. 2 . We do not present maps of the radio sources J0318+684, J0825+693 and J1835+620, which have been discussed in separate papers (Schoenmakers et al. 1998, Lara et al. 2000 . We neither present maps of the sources which we have not observed: the giant radio galaxy J0949+732 (4C+73.08 ; Jägers 1986; Mack 1996; Leahy et al. 1998 ) and the giant radio quasar J2042+751 (4C74.26; Riley et al. 1989) . For a few sources, images at 4.9 GHz which do not add relevant information about the source structure are not shown for brevity. The observations of each source of the sample and the parameters of each map in Fig. 2 (size and position angle (P.A.) of the convolution beam and the brightness level of the first contour) are displayed in Table 3 . Unless differently commented, all the radio structure observed in the NVSS maps is also found in the presented images at 1.4 GHz. To ease the comparison of the different radio sources, we have tried to always use the same map scale at 1.4 GHz, except for those sources whose size is too large to properly fit in a single page, for which the scale has been doubled or tripled (marked with a "1/2" or "1/3" on the corresponding map). At 4.9 GHz the map scale has been optimized to show the details of the radio structure.
In the following, we briefly describe those radio sources in the sample which have peculiar properties and/or morphologies somehow different from the typical FR I or II double structure.
J0109+731 (3C 31.1): an FR II type Broad Line Radio Galaxy (BLRG) (eg. van Breugel & Jägers 1982) . The NE lobe is much shorter than the SW one and in addition it has a prominent hotspot at its extreme, which suggests that the interaction with the external medium plays an important role in the source asymmetry. A jet in the SW direction is observed at 1.4 and at 4.9 GHz.
J0153+712: a low power but core dominated radio galaxy, classified as a BL-Lac candidate by Marcha et al. (1996) . It is strongly asymmetric, with a wide jet directed in W-NW direction, with kinks and bends, which fades to the noise level at about 5
′ from the core in our 1.4 GHz map. We also detect a component in the opposite direction, most probably from a counter-jet. At 4.9 GHz we only detect the strong core component. . VLA maps of 79 radio galaxies from the sample. A label "L" or "C" by the source name indicates the frequency of observation, namely 1.4 or 4.9 GHz, respectively. Dotted lines help to identify equivalent regions in different frequency maps. The core position is marked with an arrow on each map. The angular scale of the 1.4 GHz maps has been kept fixed, except for objects too extended to properly fit in a single page. In those cases, the map size is reduced by a factor of 2 or 3 (marked with √ Schoenmakers (1999) c Coordinates taken from Saripalli et al. (1997) Label "e" by the core flux density means extended core (see text). New giant radio galaxies are written in boldface.
J0317+769: presents a peculiar morphology consisting of a core and two FR I type symmetric and prominent jets, which end in two FR II type lobes (better seen in the 4.9 GHz map). From the SW lobe, a faint and extended tail rises directed in S direction (1.4 GHz map). This tail is completely resolved out in our 4.9 GHz map.
J0455+603: a peculiar radio source with a well defined core embedded in a low brightness halo-like structure in NW-SE direction. Our 1.4 GHz map shows marginal evidence of a jet in NW direction. No redshift information is available for this radio source.
J0508+609: a low power FR I type giant radio galaxy with a prominent flat spectrum core and two opposite jets directed in SE-NW direction. Both jets present large opening angles. The northern jet can be followed at larger distances from the core than the southern one, which is resolved out beyond 1.25
′ from the core in our map at 1.4 GHz, but clearly seen in the NVSS map up to 6
′ from the core. At 4.9 GHz we only detect the core component, a 13
′′ jet in SE direction and marginal evidence of the counter-jet on the opposite side.
J0525+718: a low power radio galaxy with two symmetric jets in the E-W direction. The western jet shows a 90
• bend in projection towards the north. It is not clear if this bend is somehow related to a compact source seen in the same field. The total flux density of J0525+718 at 1.4 GHz is below the 100 mJy limit after the subtraction of the flux density from this compact source, but we have kept it in the final sample. At 4.9 GHz we only detect a weak core component and a very faint jet and counter-jet emission (map not shown).
J0531+677: our 4.9 GHz map shows a weak core and two symmetric jets in the NE-SW direction, typical of an FR I structure. What is peculiar in this radio source is the existence of a very faint and extended tail directed towards the south, similar to that previously described in J0317+769. A similar tail might be present in the other jet as in wide angle tail radio galaxies, but the emission Schoenmakers (1999) c Core flux densities taken from Pearson et al. (2000) . Label "e" by the core flux density means extended core (see text). New giant radio galaxies are written in boldface. quickly fades below the noise level. It is the nearest object in the sample, at z=0.017.
J0546+633: an asymmetric FR I type radio galaxy with a NE-SW orientation. The jet and counter-jet are prominent in our maps and well collimated. While the SW jet fades away as it separates from the core, the NE jet is shorter and presents a strong bending backwards. This is another example of a radio galaxy with an asymmetric structure, possibly resulting from different degrees of interaction of the oppositely directed jets with the external medium and/or the projection effects.
J0607+612: a radio galaxy with lobes in the NE-SW direction. Its projected linear size is 1.47 Mpc (GRG). At 4.9 GHz we can clearly follow the jet directed towards the NE lobe. The structure of J0607+612 cannot be easily classified as an FR I or FR II type.
J0624+630: a low power FR I radio source oriented in N-S direction with an S-shaped morphology. The N-jet presents a strong bend at 0.7
′ from the core. The core component is clearly identified in the 4.9 GHz map. J0654+733: a 2 Mpc long FR II radio galaxy directed in the NE-SW direction, with prominent hotspots at the lobe extremes. The core is displaced towards the SW with respect to the center of symmetry of the source. A background compact source, most probably unrelated, is located close to the northern lobe.
0750+656: the most distant object of our sample, at z=0.747. It is a GRG with a linear projected size of 1.8 Mpc. It presents a prominent core and a FR II type radio structure in NW-SE direction.
J0807+740: a giant low power radio galaxy. At 1.4 GHz, this peculiar radio source presents a compact core component and a weak and extended halo-like emission elongated in the E-W direction. There is no evidence of jets or hotspots in our maps. At 4.9 GHz we only detect the core component. This object could be a relic FR II radio galaxy, where hotspot regions are no more present and extended lobes are still detected at 1.4 GHz.
J0819+756: an FR II type GRG (linear size of 2.2 Mpc) oriented in NE-SW direction. It presents a strong Fig. 2 inverted spectrum core (α 4.9 1.4 = 0.5; Flux density ∝ ν α ). Both lobes harbour a double hotspot structure at their extremes. The source beyond the NE lobe is an unrelated background object, as suggested by its structure and its optical identification.
J1015+683: presents a very complex and distorted structure oriented in the E-W direction resembling, mostly at 4.9 GHz, two double radio galaxies closely seen in projection, one slightly above the other. This is supported by the optical image which shows two nearby galaxies in the field identifed with radio components (Paper II). Redshift and core data on Table 2 refer to the northern feature.
J1137+613: a symmetric radio galaxy of FR II type morphology with prominent hotspots at the end of the lobes. There is evidence of a strong backflow from both radio lobes which is deflected in opposite directions perpedicularly to the axis defined by the jets.
J1211+743: a GRG (linear size of 1.2 Mpc) which presents a peculiar structure, not clearly discriminated between FR I or II types. There is a prominent jet in the NW direction, showing blobs of emission and a bent structure. A faint counter-jet is also detected. No strong hotspots are observed in the lobes.
J1247+673: a known Gigahertz Peaked Spectrum radio galaxy with a FR II type morphology (de Vries et al. 1997) , also a member of the class of giant radio galaxies (linear size of 1.94 Mpc). It clearly contrasts with respect to the rest of the sample in its core dominance (67% of the source emission at 1.4 GHz comes from the core, which is the only feature detected at 4.9 GHz). J1251+787: one of the most extended radio galaxies in our sample (19.5 ′ ; redshift is not available for this source). It presents a FR I type morphology, with two irregular S-shaped and well collimated jets. They present several blobs of emission and bends until they fall below the noise level of our images.
J1313+696 (4C+69.15):
an FR II type radio galaxy oriented in SE-NW direction. With a projected linear size of 1.06 Mpc, it belongs to the class of giants. At 1.4 GHz the emission from the lobes form a continuous bridge along the entire source. At 4.9 GHz only the core and the lobe extremes are detected. This case emphasizes the importance of the observations made at 4.9 GHz to discriminate the core component, needed to identify the associated galaxy. Table 1 b N.S. stands for not shown sources in Fig. 2 J1504+689 (4C+69.18): one of the few quasars in the sample, presents a typical FR II type morphology with a bright flat-spectrum core and two lobes with prominent hotspots. With a projected linear size of 1.16 Mpc, it is a giant radio quasar. There is an unrelated strong compact source at 2.16
′ from the core, in SW direction, which was misidentified with a component of J1504+689 by Reid et al. (1995) .
J1557+706 (4C+70.19):
it presents an FR I type morphology in the N-S direction. The northern jet bends by 180
• towards the south, becoming diffuse and extended beyond the bend. The southern jet ends in an extended lobe-like region. At 4.9 GHz we only detect a compact core and the beginning of two rather symmetric jets, separated from the core by symmetric gaps.
J1632+825 (NGC 6251): a very well studied radio galaxy (eg. Perley et al. 1984) , and the most extended one in our sample (66 ′ ≡ 2.54 Mpc). Our observations show only a prominent and well collimated one-sided jet in the NW direction, with no evidence of the counterjet emission. Total angular size and total flux density in Table 2 are from Perley et al. (1984) .
J1650+815: a peculiar low brightness asymmetric radio galaxy. The core is clearly identified at 4.9 GHz, and appears displaced towards the north with respect to the center of the radio structure. There is evidence of a jet departing from the core in S-SW direction, and two extended and diffuse lobes.
J1732+714: an FR I type radio galaxy with two symmetric jets departing from a central core. The jets end in two extended lobes without strong hotspots. It presents a bridge of low brightness emission southward of the jets and in the same direction, very much like the relic emission observed in 3C 338 .
J1745+712 (4C+71.17): at 1.4 GHz it shows an FR II type morphology in the E-W direction with a dominant bright emission from the core region. Higher resolution observations at 4.9 GHz show a small and prominent structure (∼ 15 ′′ ) with a core and a two symmetric jet components, which might be the result of an episode of enhanced activity, as in the case of J1835+620 .
J1751+680: a wide angle tail radio source with detached lobes displaced towards the east. The southern jet presents a sharp bend of ∼ 90
• . An unrelated double radio source appears confused with the southern lobe when observed at low angular resolution (e.g. in the NVSS map). J1754+626 (NGC 6512): another wide angle tail source, with an extension of low brightness emission in the southern direction. The radio structure is very complex, with sharp bends and kinks, most likely produced by the interaction with the external medium. At 4.9 GHz we observe the core component and two jets in the E-W direction. The eastern jet beds sharply towards the west, most probably due to the existence of a strong intergalactic wind.
J1918+742: a GRG with projected linear size of 1.64 Mpc. It presents an FR II type morphology in the E-W direction, with the core strongly displaced towards the east from the center of symmetry of the source. At 4.9 GHz we only detect the core and the hotspot in the western lobe.
J2035+680: an FR I type radio galaxy in the N-S direction with two extended and diffuse lobes. The northern jet presents a prominent blob of emission at 2 ′ from the core. The angular size is 11.5 ′ , which correspond to 2.14 Mpc in projected linear size for a redshift z=0.133 (uncertain). There is a strong and compact radio source almost superposed to the southern lobe, which we consider unrelated to J2035+680.
J2111+630: a peculiar source with an FR II type morphology in the NW-SE direction. At 1.4 GHz, the lobes appear extended with signs of backflow, but there are not prominent hotspots. At 4.9 GHz we only detect a weak core (flux density ∼ 1 mJy). We could not determine the redshift of the associated galaxy.
J2114+820: presents an FR I type structure, with S-shaped extended lobes and a strong and variable flat spectrum core (variability observed in our data at different epochs). There is a prominent jet in the NW direction with several blobs of emission and with a very strong widening at about ∼ 20 ′′ from the core. A weaker counter-jet is observed on the opposite side. Its optical spectrum presents prominent broad emission lines (Stickel et al. 1993; Paper II) , which according with current unification schemes of radio loud Active Galactic Nuclei (e.g. Urry & Padovani 1995) , is in contradiction to its classification as an FR I radio galaxy (see also .
J2138+831: a strongly asymmetric radio galaxy in the cluster Abell 2387. While the eastern lobe bends southwards forming a long tail of FR I type, the western lobe resembles those found in FR II type radio sources. At 4.9 GHz we observe how the jet directed towards the west loses its collimation at ∼ 30 ′′ from the core. J2145+819: an FR II type radio galaxy with a N-S orientation. It is the intrinsically largest radio galaxy in our sample (a giant among the giants, with a projected linear size of 3.74 Mpc). The northern lobe presents an almost perfect conical shape with a prominent hotspot at its extreme (see Lara et al. 2000) . Palma et al. (2000) present a detailed study of this radio source.
J2157+664 (4C66.24): a very peculiar and asymmetric radio source. At first sight (1.4 GHz observations) it seems to have two typical radio lobes in the E-W direction, one of them with a strong hotspot. However, observations at 4.9 GHz and spectral index considerations show that the core is hosted by the western "lobe", and that a jet directed towards the west interacts at a very short distance from the core with the external medium, producing a very strong bow-shock. On the opposite side, there is a long jet which seems to bend in an almost closed loop, forming a long tail of low brightness emission towards the south (observed at 1.4 GHz).
J2209+727: an FR II type radio galaxy in the NW-SE direction. The core is very weak and appears confused with the lobe emission at 1.4 GHz. At 4.9 GHz we can clearly identify the weak core (flux density 400µJy) and the hotspots at the extremes of the lobes. There are two nearby radio sources in the same field, most probably unrelated with J2209+727.
J2340+621: a peculiar radio source extended in the E-W direction, with two collimated S-shaped jets. In both jets there are prominent blobs of emission at ∼ 22
′′ (E-jet) and ∼ 30 ′′ (W-jet) from the core, which suggest different phases in the core activity, as in the case of J1745+712 or J1835+620 ). This radio source is located at a very low galactic latitude, 0.4
• . We detected its optical counterpart, although its extragalactic nature could not be confirmed (Paper II).
Discussion
We discuss in this section possible biases introduced in our sample due to the criteria adopted for the sample selection and to the sensitivity limitations of the NVSS. A detailed discussion about the implications on the radio source population derived from the sample is left for a forthcoming paper (Paper III).
In Fig. 3 we represent the flux density per length unit against the source angular size for all the members of the sample. In this plot we can clearly see the limitations imposed by the selection criteria. The vertical solid line represents the lower limit in angular size (4 ′ ). As mentioned in Section 3, there are 13 sources with sizes below that limit, which have been kept in the sample. The oblique solid line represents the lower limit in total flux density (100 mJy). There is one source (J0525+718) which lies below that limit (Section 3). The horizontal dashed line marks the limit imposed by the NVSS sensitivity (1σ = 0.45 mJy/beam), computed considering a rectangular source with a fixed width of 3 ′ (an upper limit inferred from the NVSS maps), a variable length l and an uniform brightness distribution at 3σ. The intersection of this line with the flux density limit line (P point) defines the length (l ∼ 16 ′ ) above which sources with flux densities above 100 mJy could be missed in our sample.
In order to investigate if such very extended sources could be more properly studied using a lower frequency survey, we have cross-checked our sample with a sample of 47 low redshift (z≤ 0.4) GRGs with angular sizes larger than 5
′ selected from the WENSS (Schoenmakers 1999).
Two radio galaxies, J1047+747 and J1308+619, appear in this sample and are not present in our sample due to their low total flux densities at 1.4 GHz, but not to their too large size. The rest of the sources in Schoenmakers sample with declination ≥ +60
• are also in our sample. On the other hand, we find 8 low redshift GRGs with angular sizes larger than 5 ′ that are missing from Schoenmakers sample, most possibly due to an underestimation of the true source size induced by the low resolution of the WENSS survey (Schoenmakers priv. comm.) . These 8 sources are J0607+612, J0926+653, J1216+674, J1844+653, J1853+800, J1918+742, J1951+706 and J2035+680. We have also checked that all giant radio galaxies larger than 4 ′ in the compilation by IshwaraChandra & Saikia (1999) are in our sample. Therefore, we have enough confidence that the selection from the NVSS is a good procedure (at least as good as others) to define samples of extended radio sources. In fact, we find in our sample 22 new GRGs (written in boldface in Table 2 ), increasing to a total of 103 the number of known giants. Fig. 4 shows the number of sources per redshift bin of 0.05. We find that 87% of the sources with known redshift are below z= 0.25. In fact, the selection criteria require sources with z≥ 0.5 to have projected linear sizes larger than 1.7 Mpc (see Fig. 6 ). Since such huge sources are rare (eg. Ishwara-Chandra & Saikia 1999), it is not unexpected that our sample is mostly composed by relatively nearby radio galaxies. ′ , above which sources with a flux density greater than 100 mJy could be undetected in the NVSS (P point). Sources with uncertain redshift in Table 2 are represented with asterisks. The total radio power at 1.4 GHz as a function of the source redshift is represented in Fig. 5 . The effect of the total flux density limitation (S 1.4 t ≥100 mJy) is easily visible and shown by a solid line. This limitation masks any possible trend of the radio power distribution with the redshift, although we note the small number of nearby (z ≤ 0.1) high power (log P 1.4 t ≥ 25.5) radio sources in the sample. Similarly, if we represent the source linear sizes against their redshifts (Fig. 6) , we find a small number of giant radio galaxies with z ≤ 0.1. We plot in Fig. 6 a dashed line which represents the locus of a 100 mJy 16 ′ large radio source in this diagram (P point in Fig. 3) , to give an idea of the sensitivity limit of the NVSS. We find that GRGs with z≤ 0.04 could be below the detection limit. However, the dashed line does not define a stringent limit since the real brightness distribution of radio sources is not rectangular and uniform as we have previously assumed. In consequence, much larger sources could be detected and, in fact, we find a low redshift source in our sample above that limit: J1632+825 (NGC 6251; dominated by a strong narrow jet).
The lack of small size sources at high redshift is entirely related to our selection limit of 4 ′ in size (solid line; there are sources below the line, which correspond to sources smaller than 4 ′ in Table 2 ). Moreover, we have a few giant radio galaxies at high redshift (z≥ 0.5). From previous studies (eg. Schoenmakers et al. 2000 , Lara et al. 2000 it was derived that giant sources are characterized by large spectral ages. The existence of giant radio galaxies at high redshift would then imply that old radio sources are present at z ≥ 0.5.
Another question raised after a first inspection of the sample is why we do not find radio sources with linear sizes below 200 Kpc. From Fig. 6 we find that intrinsically small sources should have redshifts below 0.03 to fit the size limit of 4 ′ . We have 6 sources below this redshift, but with angular sizes above 7
′ . The absence of small nearby sources Table 2 are represented with asterisks. Fig. 6 . Projected linear distance against redshift. The solid line indicates the limit imposed by our selection criteria (as in Fig. 3 , there are some sources smaller than 4 ′ ). The dashed line represents the sensitivity limit of the NVSS for a 16 ′ extended 100 mJy source (see text). The horizontal dotted line marks the usual definition of giant radio galaxies. Sources with uncertain redshift in Table 2 are represented with asterisks. must be related with the radio galaxy population and the small volume enclosed at low redshifts. There exist indeed sources smaller than 100 Kpc which fit our requirements, but must be rare (one example should be Cen A, if it were at declinations above +60
≥100 mJy). Sources with uncertain redshift in
• ). In Fig. 7 we have plotted the source projected linear size versus the source total radio power at 1.4 GHz. The dotted line represents the "limit" due to sensitivity limitations of the NVSS, as in Fig. 6 . We find a striking absence of intrinsically small high power radio galaxies. All sources Table 2 are represented with asterisks.
with sizes below 500 Kpc have logP t (1.4) below 25.5. Since our criteria require that sources smaller than 500 Kpc be at z≤ 0.1, this is not a selection effect and must be a consequence of the statistically low number of sources with high radio power enclosed in the limited volume given by z < 0.1. Nearby sources have, in general, low power.
Finally, we plot in Fig. 8 a histogram of the core flux density at 4.9 GHz, up to 100 mJy. There are 5 sources with a core flux density above this value and therefore not represented in this plot. We note that our selection criteria do not impose restrictions on the core flux density and in fact, 51 out of 84 radio sources have weak cores, below 10 mJy. This is an expected result, since our sample selection criteria do not favor jets pointing toward the observer and, consequently, we do not expect relativistic Doppler boosting of intrinsically weak cores. However, the study of the parsec scale properties of the members of the sample by means of VLBI observations will require, in most cases, the use of the phase referencing technique in order to achieve enough sensitivity to properly map radio cores with a flux density below 10-20 mJy.
Conclusions
We have presented in this paper a new sample of 84 large angular size radio galaxies selected from the NVSS, with total flux density at 1.4 GHz ≥ 100 mJy and declination above +60
• . The selection has been made using high resolution and sensitive VLA observations at 1.4 and 4.9 GHz, which allowed us to properly map extended structures and to determine the radio core position. We measured new redshifts for 44 radio sources (Paper II).
We have discussed selection effects and limits. Within our selection criteria the final sample is homogeneous and can be used for statistical studies (Paper III). 37 radio sources in our sample have a linear size larger than 1 Mpc, of which 22 are new. Adding to these the sample of GRGs by Schoenmakers (1999) and the compilation of GRGs from literature data by Ishwara-Chandra & Saikia (1999) , the number of known GRGs rises to 103, which allows a detailed study of the properties of this poorly known class of radio sources.
